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‘Ring’-ing
in radio
changes

The $15 million purchase of the
Athens-based WAGQ-FM (Q-105)
radio station by Ring Radio Co. of
Atlanta was closed on Monday,
April 24,with Q-105 owner Broad-
cast Properties of Columbus. Ring
president and general manager Rob
Jackson was in Athens Tuesday
with Q-105 station manager Lynn
Tweedell to talk with the staff about
the situation.

Ring Radio Co. is owned by Jack-
son, Charles Smith-Gall and Kim
King.

The deal has been in negotiation
since September of 1988, and Ring
was in the process of constructing a
new 1,045-foot transmission tower
in Walton County to broadcast
Q-105’s signal. Last week, however,
the company encountered a 30-day

“getback wiien the tower coliapsed,

possibly due to a strong gust of
wind during the tighténing of ten-
sion wires. Fortunately only one
workman was injured, with two bro-
ken fingers:

Jackson said that the delay will
prevent them from immediately
increasing Q-105’s broadcast signal
from 50,000 watts to 100,000 watts.

“All it’s going to do is push us
back by 30 days. We’re disap-
pointed, but not discouraged. We
just thank the good Lord nobody got
hurt.”’

Once the tower is completed by
Transmission Structures Ltd. and
Q-105 begins sending with the
increased wattage, Jackson predicts
that the station will cover all of
northeast Georgia, parts of South
Carolina and go almost as far as the
borders of Alabama and Tennessee.

As for the fate of the eight
employees of Q-105 and the format
of the station under new ownership,
those are issues that don’t have spe-
cific answers for the most part.
Jackson said that Tweedel will defi-
nitely remain with the company and
will serve as a regional manager for
Ring Radio, which also operates
WCNN, an all-news station out of
Atlanta. The company is developing
the Southern Radio News Net-

| work. Tweedel will be working on
6A

...from page I
behalf of that project as well as helping
with Q-105. ;

While Q-105 will be moving to
Atlanta and have an auxiliary studio
there, its main studio and an office will
remain in Athens, and Jackson said

- some programming will be originated
from here.

~ What about the programming?

. ““Honestly, we do plan on changing the
format,”” said Jackson, ‘‘We are look-
ing very closely at a couple of
options.”’

He couldn’t comment on what those
options were because of competitive
concerns. Currently the Q-105 format

- is geared toward an 18- to 24-year-old
- audience.

- Jackson is a 1970 UGA business
. adminisration graduate. Over the past
+ 11 years besides his association with
: Ring he has worked with WGST and
+ WPCH radio.

¢+ I'd like to thank Betsy Shearron for
" her help with this story.
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By Kim Henderson
Staff Writer

There may not have been tears, but
it was certainly a memorable moment
when radio station WAGQ-FM (Q-105)
bid Athens ‘adieu’ and officially ceased
broadcasting from its Athens tower
Thursday evening.

The station went off the air at 6 p.m.
Friday and was due to emerge as sta-
tion WALR-FM. broadcasting from a
new tower in Walton County.

“We're scheduled to switch over at
midnight, but it might be closer to the
morning,” said previous WAQG station
manger Lynn  Tweedell.  ~Unless
there's some catastrophe. we should be
on by 6 am. But we don’t foresee any
problems.”

WAGQ. which had been up for sale
since last year. was purchased in April
by Ring Radio. & privately owned com-
pany headquartered in Atlanta. Ac-
cording to Ms. Tweedell. the sale of the
station was part of an opportunity for
the company lo move into the Atlanta
radio revenue market.

Radio station WAGQ bids
a fond and final farewell

“There are no open hign-powered
frequencies available on the FM dial |in
Atlanta).” Ms. Tweedell said in an ear-
lier interview. Ring Radio’ purchased
WAGQ. an outlying station. increased
its wattage, and therefore is able to
cover a broader area, including all of
Metro Atlanta.

The switchover was
scheduled three weeks earlier, but the

weather altered the plans. ~You can’t
build a tower in the rain. you can't rul’
power lines or transmitters.” said Mgt

Tweedell.
againstus.”

Ring Radio updated and improved
the facilities for WALR. Power was in-
creased from 50.000 to 100.000 watls.
The station’s old tower on Milledge
Avenue. was replaced by a new 1.050
foot tower in the town of Buld Springs.
The increased height of the new tower
allows the station signal to reach North
Georgia and parts of Alabama. Ten-
nessee and the Carolinas.

Studios fur WALR are housed in the
CNN Center in Atlanta. However. a
studio will also be maintained in Ath-
ens.

“Mother Nature played

originally

Aethove, Romner Herald Dady Naos  duty 1,148
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Worker Injured SIightl); |
When Radio Tower Falls

Gwinnett Bureau

A 1,045-foot radio tower fell in
Walton County Thursday, slightly

injuring one man.

Workmen were tightening sup-
port cables at the top of the tower
on Bulloch Bridge Road between
Monroe and Loganville when the'
tower fell, according to the Walton
Sheriff’s Department. A snapped ca-
ble struck a workman on the right
hand, breaking two of his fingers, a
dispatcher said. There were no oth-

er injuries.

The cause of the collapse wasr

still under investigation late Thurs-

day.
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WALR to up
power soon

By BETSY SHEARRON

If all goes as scheduled WALR-FM
(formerly Q-105) will officially join
the Atlanta radio wars next week.

Rob Jackson, president and general
manager of Ring Radio Co., the
Atlanta-based broadcast group which
purchased Q-105 for $15 million last
month, announced that the station
hopes to increase its broadcast signal
from 50,000 to 100,000 watts next
week.

The exact date of the power increase
will depend on the completion date of
the station’s new 1,045-foot transmis-
sion tower. The station suffered a
30-day setback last month when the
tower collapsed during the final stages
of construction.

With the increase in power, WALR
will cover an area that extends north to
the North Carolina-South Carolina ber-
der, west to the Tennesse border and
south to Macon. Although WALR will
keep an auxiliary studio in Athens, the
station will begin broadcasting from
Atlanta as soon as the new tower is in
operation.

The increase in signal will also sig-
nal a change in format, according to
Jackson. '

“We're hoping to have a broader
appeal,” he said. “Q-105 has been
targeted toward a younger 18- to
24-year-old audience. We hope to
appeal to the 18- to 49-year-old
market.”

In order to do that, Jackson says the
station will switch from a Top 40 to an
adult contemporary format that will
also feature some oldies.

Most of the old Q-105 staff will not
make the move to Atlanta, according to
former station manager Lynn Tweedell.

“Most of our announcers are Stu-
dents at the university, so they’re really
not interested in moving to Atlanta,”
she explained.

Tweedell will stay on as a regional
manager for Ring Radio Co.
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Toppled tower stalls
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RING Radio’s WALR

Today was supposed to be the

day that Atlantans were to be
introduced to a new FM radio
station, WALR 104.7, but due to
“technical difficulties beyond its
control’”’ (a material defect in a
turnbuckle), RING Radio Co.’s
hopes came literally crashing down
when its nearly completed antenna
tower toppled over recently.

Formed by Atlanta radio veteran
Charles Smithgall IT1, developer/
investor Kim King and former
WGST Sales Director Rob Jackson
last year, RING Radio closed on
the purchase of WAGQ-FM in
Athens last week, but will now
have to wait until May 22 to air its
“music driven format for adults” to
Atlanta’s lovable 25-54 age group.

““We hired a terrific morning
personality in Larry Dixon, who

worked for WYFR-FM in Chicago
and before that Larry was with
KVIL in Dallas. All we have to do

now is put him to work,”’
Jackson.

In the meantime, Jackson is
getting another part of the
company’s properties off the
ground. WCNN-AM is launching:
Southern Radio News Network this
week. It’s the second statewide
news and information service

says

available to radio stations

- throughout Georgia; The Georgia
Network, a sister entity to WGST
and WPCH, being the other.

RATINGS SEASON. The
Arbitron ratings for the winter
quarter created a feeding frenzy
over dayparts, demos and dollars
because they scrambled the lineup
of leading stations.

For the first time in its history,
WPCH-FM became the No. 1
station overall in Atlanta with a 9.9
rating, up 2.3 points from the
previous rating book. WSB-FM
came in second, though down, with
a 9.2, followed by Power 99 at 8.9,
V-103 with an 8.8 and WSB-AM at
6.4.

Among the FM stations that

o, Ty S i o R E s T R LB NS e

rating book, WFOX’s move to
oldies pushed its rating into the

- Top 10 with a 5.3. Z-93, on the other
hand, saw its overall ratings drop
to a 4.9, but in the all-important
race for the 25-54 age group, the
classic hits station jumped from a
3.4toabs.9.

Noticeable shifts occurred in the
battle for the country listener,
 where WKHX surged toa 7.7 (up
1.3 points) while WYAY-FM
dropped 1.3 to a 4.4.

In the “rock” battle, 96 Rock
took it on the chin, dropping from
an 8.3 to a 6.4, while WQXI
rebounded to a respectable 5.0
overall, with Gary McKee rising to
a6.1.
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AIR DATE ON HOLD

WALR Designates
Wetherbee As PD

As R&R went to,:,presg,«(.;pfﬁcials

' at WALR/Athens-Atlanta were

hoping to debut the new facility by

July 4. Plans for a May 1 debut

were scuttled when the station’s
tower fell on April 20. The outlet’s
format is being kept secret, and
station management told R&R
published  speculation elsewhere
that the format would be AC was
erroneous. Former WFYR/Chica-
go programmer John Wetherbee is
set as PD.

Wetherbee told R&R, “Right
now, we're waiting to see what
Tropical Storm Alicia is going to
do. If she misses us, we hope to get
on the air by the middle of next
week. We still don’t know why or

" how the tower fell, and we're still

waiting for the final report. I've
never seen anything like this in my
life.

e

o R&R Juned0,1989

«J ecan’t tell you the format, but it
will be a music station,” he added.
«Tp’s real nice to have an opportun-
ity to build something from the
ground floor. Larry Dixon (former-
ly of KVIL/Dallas and WFYR) will
be doing mornings for me. We got
137 requests for Larry to do some
work for businesses and charities
in the area as a result of a CNN
Headline News piece. After the
tower fell, he went on TV and said
he had nothing to do and was avail-
able to meet people. Every day
since May 1 Larry has made one
public appearance and two sales
calls ”

The rest of the staff has not been
announced.

Wetherbee had two stints at
WFYR as MD and PD (1977-85 and
1987-89). In between he left to pro-
gramWNAP/Indianapolis. :

- -
PEOPLE: Former WFYR Chicago

—

personality Larry Dixon is the new
morning man at WALR Atlanta (for-
merly top 40 WAGQ Athens, Ga.),
but he won’t be on the air for 40 days.
WALR’s new stick collapsed April 20,
shortly before its completion but
without any serious injuries. So for
now WALR is running a TV spot
where Dixon offers to come over to
listeners’ houses and hang out until
the station signs on. Thus far he’s re-
ceived 20 callers, including several
charities, one car dealership, and one
listener who wanted Dixon to help
promote the 360-degree toothbrush
that he’d invented.

Rill\coex

Moy 0,198
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Local station Q-105
moving to Atlanta

By Kim Henderson
Staff Writer

. Sometime next week, Athens radio sta-
. tion WAGQ-FM, or Q-105, won't exist any-
more.

But faithful listeners will still be able
to tune in at 104.7 on the FM dial when the
station sheds its old call letters, moves to
Atlanta and re-emerges as the new
WALR.

. WAGQ, which has been up for sale
since last year, was purchased in April by
Ring Radio, a privately owned company
headquartered in Atlanta. ‘Ring Radio
also owns WCNN “All News 680" in Atlan-
ta, as well as the Southern Radio News
Network.

Please turn to Q-105 on Page 13A

Altering the Athens airwaves

Makﬁng changes: WAGQ station mana
studios of Q-105. The station will official

Charlie Register Staff

ger Lynn Twedell stands in the present
ly become WALR in a few days.

- Bold Springs.

According to Lynn Tweedell, cur-
rent station manager for WAGQ, the
sale of the station was part of an op-
portunity for the company to move
into the Atlanta radio revenue mar-
ket, the tenth largest in the nation.

“Thgal;éL are no open high-powered
frequencies available on the FM dial
(in Atlanta),” said Ms. Tweedell.
Ring Radio purchased WAGQ, an
outlying station, increased its watt-
age, and therefore will be able to
cover a broader area, including all of
Metro Atlanta. =~

The station will see a slight for-

mat change, Ms. Tweedell said. Cur-
rently, WAGQ focuses on the univer-
gity and young adult community. The
new WALR will concentrate more on
adult contemporary music.

Ring Radio has updated and im-
proved the facilities for the WALR
addition. Power has been increased
from 50,000 to 100,000 watts. The sta-
tion’s old tower, on Milledge Avenue,
is being replaced by a new 1,050 foot
tower in the Walton County town of

The increased height of the tower

will allow the station signal to reach
.70 miles in all direetions, and into
Alabama, Tennessee, and the Caroli-

nas. i !
Studios for the new WALR will be
housed with WCNN in the CNN Cen-
ter in Atlanta. A studio will also be
maintained in Athens. ;
“The people who bought the sta-

i tion will not move us totally out of
i Athens,” Ms. Tweedell said.

" WAGQ is already operating under
its new call letters for some broad-
casts, and expects to switch com-
" pletely over to WALR sometime next

“Most likely, it will happen over-
night,”’ said Ms. Tweedell. “People
in Athens will know it when they
wake up the next morning
on the radio. The sound will be clear-
er because of the updated facilities.

Among the new voices will be that

-of Larry Dixon, a radio personality
from Dallas who will be the host of
the station’s new Morning Drive
show. : gl s

According to Ms. Tweedell, only
five of the current WAGQ staff will
make the crossover to WALR — two
on-air personalities, two administra-
tion members, and Ms. Tweedell her-
self, whose title will change from sta-
tion manager to regional manager
for the Ring Radio Company.

With the move to a higher mar-
ket, the station’s competition for ad-
vertising dollars and listeners will in-
crease. | @

“There will be more competi-

tion,” Ms. Tweedell said. ‘“These

people are willing to battle that.”
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The TV rafings
gift

by Jim Osterman

believe in God, the tawdry doings

surrounding the uncut video version of
now Atlanta will never get marginally talented
actors to visit our city. That would be a fitting

 Metrobeat

Vid-e-Lowe...If local TV news directors

sign-off.

[—E}ust the Fax...A Dallas free-lance creative
type, Poppy Sundeen, recently made a three-
way pitch via the fax machine to win a project
without ever meeting the client face-to-face.
Sundeen hooked up with a consultant in
Indianapolis and executives from WALR-FM
in Atlanta (the soon-to-be-on-the-air sister
station to WCNN-AM) through the fax and
a conference call to make her pitch to handle
a TV campaign for the city’s next major FM
player. The link broke down twice, but the
presentation must have gone well because
Sundeen got the business. The station goes
on the air in June.

Welcome Lou...Renowned radio
newsman Lou Adler is coming to WCNN
where he will anchor in the mornings along
with Larry Kanter. Adler, currently president
of his own radio syndication and consulting
firm, was one of the heavyweights with
WOR-AM and WCBS-AM, both in New
York.

Fast Tracked.. WVEE-FM (V-103)

.| morning man Mike Roberts will be on the

air less now that the station has named him
Metrobeat Confinued Page 9A

ADWEEK June 5, 1989
CORRIDOR TALK

High-Tech Pitch

M It could be the new wave in
agency presentations. Dallas
freelanee creative Poppy Sun-
deen recently made a three-way
piteh via the fax machine to win
a project without ever meeting
the client. Sundeen hooked up
with a consultant in Indianapolis
and executives from WALR-FM
in Atlanta through the fax and a
conference call to send story-
boards and describe her ideas
for a TV spot for the new adult
contemporary station. The sta-
tion wanted to keep its plans
quiet, so when Sundeen men-
tioned she had a fax, all ears
perked up. The telephone link
went down twice, she said, but
overall the presentation “went
surprisingly well for something
that was long-distance.” Isn’t
technology wonderful?

Radio-Activity. . With the tower almost
completed (again), Atlanta’s newest entry in
the FM radio race, WALR, should be up
and running before month’s end. The station,
the sister operation to WCNN-AM, would
have been on the air last month, but its tall
tower collapsed within hours after it had been
completed. Rather than hauling away the
rubbble, the fallen tower was buried on the
sight and will act as a ground for the new

‘needle, which will no doubt be a real
lightening rod.

If you want to see the new WALR studio,
it's down at CNN Center, but the window
is covered up. Metrobeat did, however,
discover a tiny sliver that allows a peek inside.
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MEMORANDUM
TO: WCNN/WALR STAFF
FROM: ROB JACKSON

DATE: JUNE 14, 1989

Please join me in congratulating Steve Crocker on his new position
as Morning News person of our new FM station ... WALR 104.7!

Steve will move next door from WCNN to WALR on Monday, June 19th!

We're all looking forward to our start-up of WALR and we're glad
to have Steve on the WAIR team ... which of course is our team!



RING RADIO COMPANY

209 CNN Center
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

(404) 688-0068

CONTACT:

ROB JACKSON

(404) 688-0068

209 CNN CENTER
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MusicRadio WALR 104.7 FM debuts JULY 1, 1989

On July 1, 1989 at 12:41 AM MusicRadio WALR 104.7 FM began broadcasting from new
100,000 watt facilities that will enable the station to be heard throughout North Georgia,

including Athens and Atlanta.

WALR 104.7 FM introduced a bright, adult contemporary music format with Larry Dixon as
morning drive personality. Dixon previously enjoyed more than a decade of success as
afternoon drive personality on KVIL FM in Dallas, one of America’s top three adult contem-

porary radio stations.

Joining MusicRadio WALR as Operations Manager is John Wetherbee, formerly with WFYR
FM in Chicago.

Rob Jackson, President of parent Ring Radio Company and General Manager of WALR
and 50,000 watt WCNN “All News 680 said, “The addition of WALR FM to our company
will enable us to make a major impact in the country’s ninth largest radio marketing area.

In the past twelve months our company has successfully filed the “All News” void in Atlanta
with WCNN and on May 1, 1989 we launched the Southern Radio News Network, a re-
gional radio news network providing news and information programming to almost fifty
radio stations. With the recent acquisition and facility improvements of WALR FM we are
well prepared to aggressively compete in this exciting radio market.”

Ring Radio Company is headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia.

WCNN AULNEWS 680 AM - ATLANTA
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RING RADIO COMPANY

. 209 CNN Center
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

(404) 688-0068

CONTACT: 209 CNN CENTER
ROB JACKSON ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303
(404) 688-0068

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEIL WILLIAMSON JOINS STAFF OF RING RADIO COMPANY

November 9, 1989, Atlanta, Georgia. Ring Radio Company announced today that Neil
Williamson will join the company as Sports Director of WALR-FM and will anchor drive time
sports on WALR-FM as well as WCNN-AM and the Southern Radio News Network. In
addition Williamson will co-host WCNN’s pre-game radio broadcasts of Georgia Tech bas-
ketball and football. :

Williamson, a veteran of 12 years in sports broadcasting, comes to Ring Radio Company
from WQXI-FM where he has been Sports Director and morning drive sports anchor for the
past six years.

Rob Jackson, President of Ring Radio Company and General Manager of WALR-FM,
WCNN-AM and the Southern Radio News Network said, “The addition of Neil Williamson
truly makes our sports department second to none in Atlanta and is a major step towards
accomplishing our goal of becoming Atlanta’s leader in sports coverage. Our full-time
sports staff including WCNN'’s Sports Director Bob McCann, Dave Cohen and now Neil Wil-
liamson is a staff of seasoned veterans with over 26 years of experience covering Atlanta
sports.” e

WCNN-AM, Atlanta’s only 50,000 watt all news radio station, began broadcasting the all
news format on October 25, 1988 and WALR-FM, a 100,000 watt facility at 104.7, began
broadcasting to the Atlanta market July 1, 1989. The Southern Radio News Network,
providing daily news, sports, weather and features, transmits via satellite to over fifty affili-
ates throughout the state of Georgia.

Ring Radio Company is headquartered in Atlanta.

RAD'O MUSIC RADIO

WALR[IOL.7
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Crodigl Loading n}mg
Metrobeat
Lineup

"
by Jim Osterman

‘Neil Williamson was switching from

WQXI to WCNN/WALR to handle
sports added the popular sportscaster’s name to
the growing list of those said to “be in line”
way down the road for a chance to be the next
' voice of Georgia Tech sports. The job has been
held forever by local legend Al Ciraldo.

Until now, those most often whispered
about as being next in line for the Tech job
— whenever it opens — were WXIA
Sportscaster Art Eckman (who used to handle
sideline reporting for Tech football),
Minnesota Vikings play-by-play announcer
Brad Nessler who once worked with Ciraldo
on Tech basketball), and WCNN sports
director Bob McCann (who handles Tech
baseball, teams with Ciraldo for basketball
and hosts the pre-game show for Tech
football). But with Ciraldo going strong after
bypass surgery in the off-season, the waiting
and watching could go on for quite some
time.

Heirs Apparent... The announcement that










